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TÜBA and The Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia – AASSA 
with the contributions of the Global Network of Science Academies –IAP organized 
the “International Regional Workshop on Sustainable Management of Food Security” 
held on April 9-10, 2015 at the Legacy Ottoman Hotel, İstanbul.

TÜBA   Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar said: “I am confident that we are all witnesses to 
a workshop that will achieve very valuable results.”
In the speech by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar, he started out by 

expressing his pleasure in 
seeing valued speakers from all 
over the world come together 
in Istanbul and continued by 
speaking about the “Workshop 
on Women in Science and 
Technology” that was organized 
last year by AASSA and TÜBA 
and thanked AASSA President 
Prof. Dr. Krishan Lal for providing 
the opportunity to realize these 
valuable organizations. Prof. Dr. 
Acar also said “The organization 
committee has put forth great 
effort to make the workshop 
happen. I want to express my 
gratitude to the AASSA Deputy 

President Prof. Dr. Namık Kemal Aras and the AASSA Secretariat. For two days very 
important presentations on food and its sustainable management, the effects of 
nature and humans on food security, conditions and nutrition will be presented by 
valued scientists. I am confident that we will all be witnesses to a workshop that will 
achieve very valuable results” and concluded by providing information about TÜBA.

AASSA President Prof. Krishan Lal: “Food sustainability and nutrition is creating 
great concern in the Asian Pacific region”

Prof. Dr. Lal, who started his 
speech by thanking various 
individuals who had undertaken 
responsibility at every stage of 
the organization, continued: 
“The Sustainable Management 
of Food Security, which is the 
subject of the seminar, is very 

important in the present global scenario especially due to the rise in population and 
climate changes. There are many debates taking place at UN level. National science 
academies like TÜBA are looking into the issue from its different aspects both 
individually or together with organizations like the International Council for Science 
(ICSU) and IAP, to prepare strategies to overcome this problem. Food sustainability 
and nutrition are problems that create great concern in the Asia Pacific region because 
almost half of the world’s population is living in this region. Therefore this issue is a 
very important one on the agenda for AASSA. 

Recently many important developments have taken place. Previously the IAP and the 
InterAcademy Medical Panel (IAMP) united to form the InterAcademy Partnership 
also under the abbreviation of IAP. There is a possibility that the Engineering and 
Technology Academies Council will also join this partnership in the near future. A large 
project called “Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Security” sponsored by the German 
Government has just started. All of the regional networks of the IAP are participating 
in the implementation of the project. The AASSA has assigned specialists as the 
project crew. The start-off meeting for the project will be held on June 1-2, 2015 at 
the German National Science Academy located in Halle. This workshop that will last 
for two days within this scope is of great significance. I am anxiously awaiting the 
beneficial documents that will be generated by these discussions.”

TÜBA Food and Nutrition Working Group Coordinator Prof. Dr. Kazım Şahin said: 
“While global climate changes and environmental pollution is continuing faster 
than ever, many regions are being impacted by drought and famine”
TÜBA Principal Member and coordinator of the TÜBA Food and Nutrition 
Working Group, Prof. Dr. Kazım Şahin started his speech by drawing attention 
to the fact that a large portion of the world population is suffering from and 
struggling with famine. Prof. Dr. Şahin continued as follows: “While global 
climate changes and environmental pollution is continuing faster than ever, 
many regions are being impacted by drought and famine. Scientists are 
emphasizing the importance of alternative and adaptable food production 
systems to reduce the possibility of encountering even greater food 
shortages and to prevent the risks that could occur in the near future, and 
are continuing research on these subjects. In the workshop at the forefront 
of all this research, we will take a look at food system operations like the 
processing, distribution and consumption of food, producing food from crops, 
livestock, trees, freshwater and sea water sources; the existence, access, use 
and dimensions of basis for food security; issues concerning the economy, 
environment and health, social goals and the synergy and balances between 
these.”

The ‘International Regional Workshop on Sustainable 
Management of Food Security’ was Organized  Through 
Cooperation Between TÜBA and AASSA
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AASSA Deputy President Prof. Dr. Namık Kemal Aras: “AASSA is making its 
voice heard from Manila to İzmir with the work it is achieving”
In the speech by TÜBA Honorary Member and AASSA Deputy President Prof. Dr. 
Namık Kemal Aras, he emphasized that the AASSA is an organization that deals 
with science and technology and is a nonprofit international organization aiming to 
be a society that plays an important role in developing the science and technology 
of the Asian and Australian regions. Prof. Dr. Aras, explained that AASSA focuses 
on issues like science education in ‘Asia and the Pacific’, women in science and 
engineering, science literacy: transmitting science and science communication and 
economical advancement with science, technology and innovation’ and added that 
the organization has made its voice heard with seminars, conferences and studies 
in many different regions and cities from Jerusalem to New Delhi, from Manila to 
Izmir.

After the opening speeches TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar presented 
plaques of acknowledgement to AASSA President Prof. Dr. Krishian Lal, TÜBA Food 
and Nutrition Working Group Coordinator Prof. Dr. Kazım Şahin and AASSA Deputy 
President Prof. Dr. Namık Kemal Aras for their cooperation and contributions.

After a break for lunch; Following the session titled “Sustainable Freshwater 
Aquaculture for Food Security in the Rural Areas of Asia” presented by Dr. Zahurul 
Karim and Rafael D. Guerrero III under the Presidentship of Prof. Dr. Namık Kemal 
Aras, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Işıl Ergin presented a very interesting presentation on 
“Genetically Modified Organisms and Risk Perception: Comparison of Advantages 
and Risks” under the Presidentship of Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Livestock, 
Control General Manager İrfan Erol and Nana Bolashvili.

Prof. Dr. Hyun Jin Park’s “Prospective and Strategic Food Security Plan for the 
Unification of Korea”, Prof. Dr. Amin Alizadeh’s “Food Security and Food Production 
Capacity in Connection with the Country’s Limited Freshwater Sources in Iran” and 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Esra Çapanoğlu Güven’s “Changes in the Content and Bioavailability 
of Antioxidants Used in the Processing of Foods” presentations were presented 
under the moderation of Erol and Bolashvili.
In the session by Prof. Dr. Faruk Bozoğlu and Prof. Dr. Yin Li titled “Creating a Power 
in Bio-Based Production: Towards a Sustainable Bio-Economy”, Dr. Kanti Shrestha’s 
presentation on “The Impact of Climate Changes on Himalayan Biodiversity” and 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ulaş Çınar’s presentation titled “The Impact of Farm 
Animal’s Genome on Food Safety and Sustainability” were presented.

On the second day of the workshop that began at 9:30 was opened with the session 
‘The Impact of Environmental Endocrine Inhibiters on the Development of Obesity” 
under the Presidentship of Hyun Jin Park and continued with Khalid Mahmood 
Khan’s presentation on ‘Changing Climate Conditions – A Threat to the Agricultural 
Environment and Food Security in Pakistan’. The ‘Approaches to Achieving Food 
Security in the Climate Change Era’ session took place under the Presidentship 
of Prof. Dr. Kazım Şahin and Riaz Hussain Qureshi with the presentation of ‘Food 
Antioxidants: Precautions and Identification’ by TÜBA Council Member Prof. Dr. 
Reşat Apak, Faruk Bozoğlu’s ‘The Impact of Climate Changes on Food Security’ and 

Mohsin Iqbal’s ‘The Threats to Agriculture and Sustainable Development by Climate 
Change’.

After the lunch break; the ‘The Trends of Temperature and Rain Patterns in 
Rice Productivity in Nigeria and a Location Based Analysis’ session under the 
Presidentship of Ali Aydın and Yin Li continued with Dilvin İpek’s presentation on 
‘The Importance of Biofilms on the Sustainability of Food Security’. The ‘Increase 
of Food Security in Sensitive Regions of Bangladesh in Terms of Climate’ session 
continued under the Presidentship of Prof. Dr. Reşat Apak, Kanti Shrestha and 
Zahurul Karim and included Nana Bolashvili’s presentation on ‘Water Management 
Problems In Line With the Existing Climate Change’, Seda Özdikmenli’s ‘The Role 
of Educating Farmers on Hygiene In Terms of the Sustainable Security of the Dairy 
Industry: A Sample Study from the Çanakkale Region of Turkey’, Muhammed Abdul 
Hamid Miah’s ‘Technological Packages to Reinforce the Sustainability of Food 
Production in Bangladesh’ and Ousmane Kane’s ‘The Management of Science, 
Technology and Innovation to Encourage Sustainable Food Security in Africa: 
Possibilities for Partnerships in Other Regions’.

At the end of the workshop Prof. Dr. Kazım Şahin, Prof. Dr. Namık Kemal 
Aras and Prof. Dr. Hyun Jin Park discussed the report to be prepared after the 
workshop and the final notes on the meeting were entered on record.
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The ‘TÜBA-Cellular Treatment Products Quality Standards in Current Good Manufacturing Practices (cGMP) Course’ participated by 15 national and 25 
international scientists as a result of the support provided by the collaboration of TÜBA and the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TİKA) was held 
in Antalya on April 10, 2015.

The course, which was in the scope of the 6th National Lymphoma-Myeloma Conference and organized by the TÜBA Stem Cell Working Group, was chaired by 
group member Prof. Dr. Ercüment Ovalı, who also led the ‘TÜBA-1st Course on New Techniques in Stem Cell Production’ that was held last year and attracted 
great attention.

The standards of cellular treatment products were determined for the first time in Turkey and figures were given concerning the standards that these products 
must meet. In the statement made by Prof. Ovalı he talked about providing guidance for the report that will be prepared by the TÜBA Stem Cell Working Group 
at the end of the course and added that TÜBA will also be presenting a ‘cGMP Certification Course’ in 2015.  

The ‘TÜBA - Course for Quality Standards of Cellular 
 Terapy  Products in Current  Good Manufacturing  
Practices (cGMP)’  was Held

The ‘TÜBA-Food, Nutrition and Prevention of Cancer 
Symposium’, organized jointly by the TÜBA Cancer 
Study Group and the Food and Nutrition Study 
Group, will take place on May 23, 2015 with the 
contributions of the Fırat University in Elazığ. 

The symposium, which is comprised of five 
sessions including ‘Total Legislation and 
Inspection’, ‘Eating Habits and Their Relation 
to Cancer’, ‘Food Preparation Techniques’ and 
‘Obesity and its Relation With Cancer’, also 
includes a number of sub-headings.

During the symposium, which will start at 9:00 
and conclude at 18:00; conferences by Prof. 
Dr. İrfan Erol titled ‘The Food Legislation and 
Inspection in our Country ’, Prof. Dr. Tanju Besler 
titled ‘The Effects of Carcinogenesis and Immunity 

(Amino acids, Fatty acids, etc.) on Nutrition’, Prof. 
Dr. Hakan Akbulut titled ‘The Relation Between 

Nutrition and Cancer’, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Murat 
Gültekin titled ‘The Obesity-Turkey Profile’, 

Prof. Dr. İlhan Satman titled ‘Diabetes, 
Obesity and Cancer’, Prof. Dr. Hakan Yardımcı 
titled ‘The Regulation of GDOs’, Prof. Dr. 
Fikrettin Şahin titled ‘GDO, Benefits and 
Harms’, Prof. Dr. Fatih Gültekin titled ‘Food 
Additives from a Biochemist’s Perspective’, 
Selman Ayaz titled ‘Food Additives 

Regulations’ and finally the conference titled 
‘Chemoprevention of Cancer’ by Prof. Dr. Ömer 

Küçük.

The ‘TÜBA-Food, Nutrition and Prevention of Cancer 
Symposium’ will Take Place in Elazığ on May 23rd…
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Prepared with international refereeing as in the previous editions, the 16th 
edition of TÜBA-AR and the 10th edition of TÜBA-KED and the 48th edition 
of the TÜBA GÜNCE, a journal that includes popular science news and 
Academy events every 6 months, are now available to readers.

The TÜBA- AR (Turkish Academy of Sciences Journal of Archeology), 
which started publication in 1998, was included in the scope of the Art & 
Humanities Citation Index –AHCI scientific 
publication scanning in October of 2007 and 
had been published once a year until 2011. 
With the 15th edition published in 2014, the 
journal is continuing publication where it 
left off. 

Having achieved a reputable place in the 
national and international world of science 
in a very short time like 13 years, TÜBA-
AR includes original articles and studies 
concerning the archeology of Turkey and 
its surrounding geography from before 
history all the way to our current day and 
other supporting branches of science in line 
with the new publication policy of a new 
Publication and Consultation Board.

TÜBA-KED (Journal of Culture Inventory) started out as a periodical in 
2003 and continues with the status of 
an internationally arbitrated journal. The 
content of the journal, in which the culture 
inventory work done within the scope of 
TÜBA-TÜKSEK (Turkish Cultural Sector) was 
published to begin with, later expanded to 
include all tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage studies without limit of period and 
geographical region and also undertook the 
task of creating an academic platform in 
this field.

In addition to continuing the important 
mission of documenting and creating an 
inventory of Turkey’s rich cultural heritage, 
the TÜBA-KED, with its current structure 
and approach also aims to create an 
academic sharing and discussion setting towards producing ideas, theories 
and policies on cultural heritage and its preservation. In this context, 
applications in the field of cultural heritage and preservation in Turkey and 
the world and articles with intellectual and theoretical subject matter are 
also included in the journal.

TÜBA GÜNCE aims to create a discussion 
platform on scientific issues that are on 
the agenda of the world and Turkey and 
raise public awareness in terms of science 
by distributing this publication free of 
charge to science societies, libraries, local 
administrations, high schools and similar 
education institutions.

The New Editions of the 
TÜBA Periodicals Have 
Been Published

The Winners of the 
TÜBA-GEBİP and TEÇEP 
2015 Awards Have Been 
Determined

The winners of the Young Scientist Outstanding Achievement 
Award (GEBİP), which TÜBA (The Turkish Academy of 

Sciences) has been giving since 2001 to support 
the studies of young scientists under 39 years 

of age who stand out with their outstanding 
achievements in scientific research; and the 

Science Copyright and Translation Award 
(TEÇEP), which has been awarded since 
2008, have been determined.

The TÜBA Chairmanship has announced the 
2015 GEBİP Award winning young scientists 
and the works that have won a TEÇEP 
award.

In the statement by TÜBA Chairman Prof. 
Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar he said: ‘As TÜBA one 

of our important goals is to reward outstanding 
scientists and their scientific work. TÜBA-

GEBİP and TEÇEP have a special place among the 
traditional reputable science awards in our country. 

This year a total of 38 young scientists working in various 
different fields of science, from 24 different universities have 

won a GEBİP Award. Also in the scope of TEÇEP; 11 works in the subjects of nature, 
health, engineering and social studies have won an award and 8 works have been 
found deserving of a “Remarkable Work Award (Honorable Mention)”. Thus the 
number of GEBİP awards presented by TÜBA so far has gone up to 373 and the 
TEÇEP Awards have gone up to 180. I sincerely congratulate all the winners. 

I find it very pleasing that the quality of applications made for GEBİP and TEÇEP 
awards, which are presented after a meticulous assessment process completely 
based on merit, has gone up and more universities have been covered. These 
awards are extremely important in terms improving the R&D, innovative and 
economic performance of Turkey. We will start searching for the winners of 2016 
in a few months. We encourage the applications of our scientists and appeal to 
our university administrators to provide encouragement and support to their 
members on this subject’.

A total of 38 young scientists have won the award in the fields of Nature, 
Engineering, Health and Social Studies in the GEBİP year 2015 application. Each 
of the winners are provided with a 20,000 TL grant per year for three years. 
Also an additional 6,000 TL per year is provided to doctorate students at their 
dissertation stage.

In the ‘Science Copyright and Translation Award (TEÇEP)’ application, 11 works won 
the Science Copyright and Translation Award in the fields of Nature, Engineering, 
Health and Social Studies and 8 works were presented with a “Remarkable Work 
Award (Honorable Mention)”. In 2015 each work will be given a grant of 20,000 
TL as a Copyright Award, 7,000 TL per work for a Remarkable Copyright Work 
Award (Honorable Mention), 12,500 TL for a Translation Award and 4,000 TL for 
a Remarkable Translation Award (Honorable Mention).

The GEBİP and TEÇEP Awards will be presented to the winning names and works 
in a ceremony to be organized in Ankara. 

Last year when the 2013 and 2014 awards were presented together, 41 young 
scientists received the GEBİP award and a total of 35 works were given awards 
and honorable mentions. With the awards presented this year the total number 
of TÜBA-GEBİP Awards has gone up to 373 and the TEÇEP Awarded works have 
gone up to 180. 

TÜBA-GEBİP is organized every year to support young scientists who stand out 
with their outstanding scientific work, to support their research and developing 
their own study groups and to encourage young scientists to undertake 
outstanding research projects.
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The “Stem Cell Research and Bioethics Symposium” organized by the TÜBA 
Stem Cell Study Group was held at the Ankara Hilton on February 19, 2015 
with the participation of Health Services General Manager Prof. Dr. Doğan 
Ünal, on behalf of the Ministry of Health Undersecretary, and TÜBA Council 
Member and Necmettin Erbakan University Rector Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker on 
behalf of TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar.

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, started out his speech by explaining that the President 
could not be in attendance due to having to travel to for an agreement that 
was planned at the last minute to be signed with the Academy of Sciences in 
Pakistan, but that he sent his thanks and greetings.

Prof. Dr. Şeker continued with the following: “In addition to the work it has 
achieved towards the challenges being faced by Turkey in the field of health, 
TÜBA also organizes meetings concerning academic life and science policies. 
We also try to get together with some stakeholders to work towards making 
these meetings a tradition. This symposium, which is the result of such an 
effort by the TÜBA Stem Cell Study Group,  has been planned to congregate 
the stakeholders of the issue with a multidisciplinary approach and constitute 
a basis for the country’s national strategy.”

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Şeker concluded his speech by thanking all who had 
succeeded in getting to the meeting despite the unfavorable weather 
conditions and all those who were unable to make it but had tried very hard 
to do so.

Prof. Dr. Doğan Ünal: 26,000 volunteers for the TÜRKÖK Project…
Ministry of Health, Health Services General Manager Prof. Dr. Doğan Ünal said 
the following in his speech:
“The stem cell adventure that began in 1939 in the world was joined by Turkey 
in 1984. Since the most used field is hematopoietic cell transplant. All of the 
studies started with this cell. The Ministry of Health and the Health Services 
General Directorate were given authorization to handle the legislative 
and administrative aspects. Now we have carried out our duty by creating 
the legislation and sub-legislation. We are also working on supplemental 
legislation planning on the subject of treatment and experimental treatments 
to fulfill the needs of today and the current situation.

We are in the launching process of the TÜRKÖK Project. This is another 
reason why I find the ‘’Stem Cell Research and Bioethics Symposium” to 
be significant. With the project Turkey will have created its own database. 
Right now we have about 26,000 donors. We are doing the matching work 
within this week. We predict that we will be making the announcement in 
the next few weeks. At the moment Turkey has access to all of the databases 

in the world. There are 20 million donors throughout the world and about 60 
thousand stem cell transplants are being done.

TÜBA Stem Cell study group Partner Director Prof. Dr. Murat Elçin, who said that 
stem cells and politics are always involved with each other in his presentation 
titled “A Look at Stem Cells: Definitions, Concepts and Classifications”, added: 
“Especially after Thomson defining the stem cells of the human embryo in 1998 
and showing how much they increased in culture, the use of human embryonic 
stem cells for treatment brought some serious discussions up in the agenda.

The first session: ‘the ethical aspect of stem cell research, intellectual 
property rights and a legal look at treatment trials’
The symposium started with the first session on ‘The Ethical Aspect of Stem 
Cell Research, Intellectual Property Rights and a Legal Look at Treatment Trials’. 
Under this heading TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik gave his 
presentation titled ‘The Ethical Aspect of Stem Cell Research: When Does Life 
Start?’ and  Patent Expert Mr. Şafak Pay presented ‘The Patentability of Stem 
Cells and Genetic Discoveries, the Situation in Turkey and Examples from the 
World’.

The session on ‘The Bioethical Issues Encountered in Stem Cell Research 
in Turkey, the Restrictions and Suggestions for Solutions’ began with a 
presentation by TÜBA Stem Cell Study Group Member Prof. Dr. Alp Can titled 
‘The Problems Encountered from the Perspective of the Producer, Restrictions 
and Suggestions for Solutions’.

After the presentations Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, Prof. Dr. Murat Elçin, Prof. Dr. 
Alp Can and Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik held a press conference.
In the statement by Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker he said: “As TÜBA we have served 
as the host today for an event concerning stem cell research, a topic that is 
being discussed intensely throughout the world and in our country, and an issue 
that is closely followed by all levels of society. Today our title was the ‘’Stem Cell 
Research and Bioethics Symposium”.

In this context, with the participation of all stakeholders in our country we have 
realized an open discussion of this health topic, including medical training, 
and its medical, legal, moral, commercial and ethical aspects as well as the 
perspective of international relations. It would be more appropriate to call it a 
brain storm session rather than a discussion. In this setting TÜBA has served 
as an umbrella to the tasks that our scientists wish to conduct towards a 
solution, to host these discussions and such work will continue. Each discussion 
will reflect on national and international fields after certain knowledge and 
experience. The output of today’s meeting will also be shared with the relevant 
departments in the form of a report”.

The ‘TÜBA Stem Cell Research and Bioethics 
Symposium’ Took Place in Ankara
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On April 16, 2015 Minister of National Education Prof. Dr. Nabi Avcı and TÜBA 
President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar signed a “Cooperation Protocol” to 
establish collaboration between the MNE and TÜBA on science education and 
events relevant to this subject.

With the events that are organized the TÜBA will work together with the 
Ministry of National Education on the Science Education Project, which aims 
to bring local and foreign scientific experts related to the issues directly 
together with groups of teachers that are interested in science education, to 
create an internet portal that will provide support to teachers by presenting 
sample applications and materials with easy access over the internet; in 
short, to popularize the inquiry-based teaching concept and applications in 
our country and introduce scientists to our young people according to the 
signed protocol.

Minister of National Education Prof. Dr. Nabi Avcı said: “With the signing of 
this protocol today between the Ministry of National Education and TÜBA, 
we have now started collaboration with the special purpose of increasing the 
quality of teachers.”
In the statement made by Minister of National Education (MNE) Prof. Dr. Nabi 
Avcı after the signing of the protocol he said “With the signing of this protocol 
today between the Ministry of National Education and TÜBA, we have now 
started collaboration with the special purpose of increasing the quality of 
teachers. The primary target audience for the program has been determined 
as 5th, 6th and 7th grade mathematics, science and social studies teachers. 
Everywhere in the world science academies are forming committees like this 
with relevant educational institutions and ministries so that teachers can be 
encouraged to follow the latest developments and create teaching methods 
accordingly. Today we have also placed our first signatures on a beneficial 
project with the Turkish Academy of Sciences. First of all we, as the Ministry 
of National Education, will utilize the accumulated knowledge and support 
of TÜBA to enable our teachers, starting with our mathematics teachers at 
the head of our target audience from the 5th grade up in every level, to learn 
more effective and entertaining class techniques and be able to follow the 
developments in their field. I wish to thank the TÜBA President and each of 
the Science Board members individually for this undertaking.

Our first event within the scope of this project will take place at the Gazi 
University Education Faculty located in Ankara, in May and the 20 teachers we 
have assigned will train for a period of 5 days during which nearly 10 different 
education modules and information in various scientific fields will be taught by 
13 teaching staff members, who are experts in their fields, and TÜBA members. 
I believe that a wide field has been opened up for us with this protocol. Over 
time the education work we have started will spread like waves in water. The 
first teachers we train will be prepared as formatter teachers, if this definition 
is correct, and after their training they will return to their own districts and 
schools to help their colleagues benefit from this training. We have hereby 
started an undertaking with which we will eventually reach great numbers over 
time”. He concluded his speech by thanking the Turkish Academy of Sciences 
and the Academy President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar.

TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar: “We, as the Academy, have 
reactivated the ‘Science Education Project’ in the context of contributions we 
can make to the Turkish education system.”
The Academy President Prof. Dr Acar said “The main duty of TÜBA, Turkey’s 
national academy, is to develop scientific policies, to recognize and support 
scientists and their achievements and in the meantime to provide scientific based 
consultation on the subjects of science and education to the government, the 
public and relevant organizations and institutions. Actually many events have 
taken place to date in the scope of the ‘Science Education Program’, which was 
started in 2002, and the project received financial support from the Ministry 
of Development in the years 2008-2011. Currently we do not have this kind of 
support but, in the context of contributions we can make to the Turkish national 
education system as TÜBA, we have reactivated this project. In this scope a 
task group has been created called the Science Education Task Group comprised 
of TÜBA members and the MNE administrators in which the goal is to make 
education in especially basic sciences like science, mathematics and social studies 
more effective. As you will acknowledge, despite all efforts the results in efficacy 
of teachers especially in the fields of science and mathematics are not yet at the 
levels we want. Therefore we believe that in the interest of compensating for our 
deficiencies in these areas, each organization must carry out the responsibilities 
that are assigned to them. With the responsibilities of being Turkey’s national 
academy, we wish to provide our support to this sacred mission to build the 
future of our Turkey that our Ministry of National Education has undertaken. 
With this protocol we will organize events to make education, especially in 
the fields of science and mathematics, more efficient through training and 
development. Our target audience is foremost our teachers but our parents and 
students may also be subject to training within the scope of this program. TÜBA 
is primarily targeting all fields rather than any one of the sub-fields like preschool, 
secondary school or lifelong learning in particular, however we encounter these 
programs on the agenda of world academies more at the 2nd and 3rd level of 
education. Therefore in May, we will be back in operation with a 5 day program 
that includes the training of 20 teachers. I would like to extend my gratitude to 
dear Mr. Minister for the courtesy and cooperation he has shown. On the occasion 
of achieving these results I would also like to express my gratitude to the TÜBA 
members and the administrators of the Ministry of National Education”.

The Ministry of National Education and TÜBA Have 
Signed a Cooperation Protocol
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In the visit made by Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu to Pakistan on February 
18-19, 2015 he participated in the fourth Turkey-Pakistan High Level Strategic 
Cooperation Council meeting with his Pakistani counterpart Navaz Şerif. For-
eign Affairs Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Minister of the Environment and Ur-
banization İdris Güllüce, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources Taner Yıldız, 
Minister of the Economy Nihat Zeybekçi, Minister of Health Dr. Mehmet Müez-
zinoğlu, Minister of Transportation Lütfü Elvan and TÜBA President Ahmet 
Cevat Acar and Advisor to the President Prof. Dr. İbrahim Kaya as well as other 
organization administrators participated in the visit also.

After the council was held 11 agreements were signed between the prime min-
isters and ministers of Turkey and Pakistan. In this scope “Cooperation and 
Scientific Cooperation Application Protocols” were signed between the Turkish 
Academy of Sciences (TÜBA) and the Pakistan Academy of Sciences (PAS) by 
TÜBA President Prof.Dr.Ahmet Cevat Acar and PAS President Prof. Dr. Anwar 
Nasim.

Academy President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar, who had participated in the visit 
with the Prime Minister, pointed out that Pakistan was the 23rd country and 
PAS was the 24th academy with which TÜBA had signed an agreement and 
added: “The protocols signed between TÜBA and PAS constitute and important 
turning point and foundation to enable our existing relations with Pakistan’s 
scientists into a formal framework and developing these relations. I am very 
pleased that this agreement, which I believe should have been signed a long 
time ago, considering the closeness between our two countries, has been made 
by us. It is also very pleasing that the same feelings and thoughts were ex-
pressed by PAS President Prof. Dr. Anwar Nasim and PAS members during our 
meetings. In the framework of the agreement and application protocols that 
we have signed we plan to organize bilateral scientific meetings, symposiums, 
conferences and workshops between TÜBA and PAS and a transformation in 
information-publication-scientists. Also during our meetings we agreed that 
additional agreements may be facilitated as necessary to improve the relations 
and cooperation between the two academies.”

Cooperation Protocols were Signed Between TÜBA and PAS

International Turkic Academy (ITA) President Prof. Dr. Darkhan Kydyrali visited 
TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar on March 5, 2015.

During the visit in which information and views were exchanged on agreements 
and possible joint project concerning the relations and cooperation between 
TÜBA and ITA, Prof. Dr. Darkhan Kydyrali and Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar signed 
a “TÜBA and ITA Cooperation Agreement”.

Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar emphasized the importance of the agreement 

between TÜBA and The International Turkic Academy and said “We as TÜBA 
place great importance on cooperating and improving our relations with 
countries and their Academies, with which we share a common history and 
culture. This cooperation agreement we have signed is very pleasing in terms of 
improving our relations with the ITA and other Turkish and regional academies 
and we see this as a very important step. I am very pleased to see that we 
have common views and approaches to cooperation and joint projects with ITA 
President Prof. Dr. Kydyrali and we which to express our appreciation to them 
at this time”.

A Cooperation Agreement has been Signed Between 
TÜBA and The International Turkic Academy
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The symposium titled “Problems Experienced Concerning Coordination 
Between Stakeholders During Cancer Treatment”, which was organized by the 
TÜBA Cancer Work Group on December 19, 2014, took place at the Ankara Hilton 
Hotel with the participation of the Ministry of Health Assistant Advisor Prof. 
Dr. İrfan Şencan, TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar and concerned 
organization and institution representatives.

TÜBA organized the symposium titled “Problems Experienced Concerning 
Coordination Between Stakeholders During Cancer Treatment” to determine 
the problems experienced during cancer treatment, create suggestions for 
improvement and thereby contribute to the health policy of Turkey.

In the opening speech by TÜBA Principal Member and Cancer Work Group 
Executive Prof. Dr. Taner Demirer, he said he would be explaining the subject 
and objectives of the cancer symposium and pointed out that a country’s 
health system and applications are like a live organism. Pointing out that 
every country has problems in their health policies, Prof. Demirer said there is 
no country that is perfect on this subject but everyone is working to improve 
quality in the basic health services and applications.

In the speech which he started by thanking all participants, TÜBA President 
Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar said that “as an Academy we especially consider 
raising awareness for new, important and priority study groups like stem 
cell, cancer, environment and sustainability with the recently decided 
inclusion of the Genome Study Group; congregating stakeholders in the 
scientific and application field concerning these issues and creating policy 
recommendations as part of their responsibilities. Therefore I would like 
to extend my heartfelt thanks to the society for the three successful 
meetings we held under the leadership of our health members and non-
member scientists on the subject of cancer and stem cells. I believe that 
very important contributions that will be a benefit to Turkey’s policies will 
be generated from this”.

Prof. Dr. Acar also said “In addition to the newly formed Genome Study 
Group we have also formed a Food and Nutrition Study Group. In future 
months we plan to organize scientific event on the ‘Food, Nutrition and 
Cancer’ connection.”

‘The TÜBA Symposium on Problems Experienced
Concerning Coordination Between Stakeholders 
During Cancer Treatment’ Took Place 

The TÜBA Library, created with the books donated by the Academy members and located in the ITU Maçka Office of TÜBA, 
continues to provide “remote access” services with renewed software in the scope of the Institutional capacity Improvement 
Program at this address www.tubakutuphane.gov.tr. 

At the TÜBA Library, which contributes to the research studies of TÜBA members and all researchers and where all donated 
publications are accepted the Academy’s studies and many current publications in the fields of Archeology, Architecture, Art, 
History, Geology, Medicine, Mathematics and Science in addition to many rare publications are available.

The TÜBA Library is now open to remote 
access with renewed software

www.tubakutuphane.gov.tr. 
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The 28th Supreme Council for Science and 
Technology (SCST) meeting , headed by the 
Premier Prof. Dr. Ahmet Davutoğlu, was held on 
January  6, 2015.

The meeting was attended by Deputy Premiers 
Bülent Arınç, Ali Babacan, Numan Kurtulmuş; the 
Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Fikri 
Işık, the Minister of Family and Social Policies 
Ayşenur İslam, the Minister of Justice Bekir 
Bozdağ, the Minister of European Union Affairs 
Volkan Bozkır, the Minister of Economy Nihat 
Zeybekçi, the Minister of Youth and Sports Akif 
Çağatay Kılıç, the Minister of Finance Mehmet 
Şimşek, the Minister of Forestry and Water 
Affairs Veysel Eroğlu, the Minister of Health 
Dr. Mehmet Müezzinoğlu, the Minister of the 
Environment and Urbanization İdris Güllüce, 
the Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 
Taner Yıldız, the Minister of Food, Agriculture 
and Livestock Dr. M. Mehdi Eker, the Minister 
of Interior Efkan Ala, the Minister of Education 
Prof. Dr. Nabi Avcı, the Minister of Transport, 
Maritime Affairs and Communications Lütfi 
Elvan, Deputy Chief of General Staff Gen. Yaşar 
Güler, AK Party Deputy General President Ekrem 
Erdem, YÖK (Council of Higher Education) 
President Yekta Saraç, TBMM (Turkish General Assembly) National Education, 
Culture and Youth Commission President Emrullah İşler, TBMM President of 
Industry, Commerce, Energy, Natural Resources, Information and Technology 
Commission Halil Mazıcıoğlu; TBMM Health, Family, Employment and Social 
Services Commission President Prof. Dr. Necdet Ünüvar, TÜBA President Prof. 
Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar, TÜBİTAK President Prof. Dr. Yücel Altunbaşak, TOBB 
(The Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey) President 
Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu as well as the authorities of other concerned institutions 
and organizations.

In the opening of the 28th Supreme Council for Science and Technology 
meeting, Prime Minister Prof. Dr. Ahmet Davutoğlu said “We are going 
through a period in which the chance to serve as a leader in information 
and technology has been presented to us as a historical opportunity. In this 
era where new technologies are paving the way 
for us, we have been presented with a historical 
opportunity to be a leader in information and 
technology”.
Emphasizing that one of the main factors in 
establishing civilizations was the ability of humans 
to be knowledgeable in founding past civilizations 
and in their development process, the ability to 
develop reasoning and the capacity to produce 
science and technology from knowledge; Başbakan 
Davutoğlu pointed out that even the concept of 
civilization itself is shaped by the paradigm of 
existence, knowledge and value; and added:
“Every change represents the passage to a new 
stage in the history of humans with a new existence 
philosophy, a new knowledge philosophy and a 
new values system. When we consider it from this 
perspective one of the basic issues we are faced 
with today is for our country to be able to increase 
its competitive edge against other countries with 
its ability to   transform existing knowledge into 
science.”

The use of knowledge in the advancement of 
states...
Explaining that humanity has been through three 

important paradigmatic changes in the past, Davutoğlu continued as follows:
“The societies, communities, people and countries that possessed a 
production capacity and took on leadership during these processes gained 
guiding leadership qualities in late periods. Those who could not keep up with 
these developments remained behind the times, were forced to be condemned 
to the knowledge and technology produced by others and settle for the reality 
of only being the passer on of this knowledge and technology. In our history, 
when we take a look at the rise of states and especially the transformation 
of the Ottoman Empire as the last ancient example, the period that took 
place with the conquering of Istanbul must be examined carefully in terms of 
moving towards a new political ground representing a transformation from 
nomads to a state and from there a new world order. 

Davutoğlu pointed out that one of the issues that the most importance is placed 
on is to encourage industry-university cooperation for R&D work. Explaining 
that they were trying to increase the interaction between the private and 

The 28th Supreme Council for Science and Technology 
Meeting was Held
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public sectors and universities with the support 
of the Ministry of Industry and Technology and 
TÜBİTAK, Davutoğlu added “As I had emphasized 
in the R&D opening of a composite technology 
center, technoparks will become a place in which 
universities and industries unite.”

Previous decisions were reviewed and the 
following new decisions were made at the 28th 

SCST meeting:
1.  Conducting Work to Develop the R&D Strategies of 
Universities [2015/101]
 
In this context, it has been decided that R&D strategies 
which take into account both capacity and needs in 
terms of human resources and infrastructure that 
universities have; and the local skills and necessities in 
addition to the scientific and technological tendencies 
of the world must be prepared and work must be 
done towards implementing these strategies.

2. Conducting Work to Increase the Quantity and 
Quality of Human Resources Possessing Doctorate 
Degrees [2015/102]
To increase the quantity and quality of human 
resources possessing doctorate degrees it has been 
decided that;
a.       A new assistance program will be formed for 
universities to train human resources possessing 
doctorate degrees in priority fields,
b.      An incentive system focused on quality will be 
created for doctorate thesis advisors,
c.      Support will be provided to private sector R&D 
centers that employ personnel with doctorates, to 
companies in Technological Development Zones and 
to private sector companies that successfully achieve 
R&D assistance from TÜBİTAK,
d.  An analysis will be performed to determine the 
need for human resources with doctorate degrees.

3. Developing Support for and Commissioning 
an International Incubation Center [2015/103]: 
In this context it has been decided that support 
mechanisms for an international incubation center 
must be developed and implemented in order for 
technological products for which R&D activities 
take place in our country to take a place in the 
international market and for local technology 
focused start-up companies to take a place in the 
advanced entrepreneurial ecosystems.
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The GA meeting began with the opening speech by the President Prof. 
Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar. Expressing his good wishes, he outlined the course 
of GA as follows:  “After we present TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. 
Mehmet Doğan with his certificate of membership, our valued professor 
Gazi Yaşargil, TUBA honorary member, will share his infinite wisdom and 
experience with us. We are honoured to have professor and his wife with 
us at the GA and I would like to express my gratitude to both of them. I 
would also like to congratulate all of our members for their efforts and 
successful achievements express my condolences for TÜBA Honorary 
Member Prof. Burhan Say, who passed away this year”.

Speaking of the achievements of TÜBA members within the past year, 
Professor Acar added (Awards for Outstanding Young Scientists) The 
number of award recipients went up to 161 for TEÇEP (Awards for the 
Best Books Authored and Translated) and 335 for GEBİP (Awards for 
Outstanding Young Scientists) this year and judging by the applicants 
for the next term we think these figures will get even higher. I would 
like to point out that our GEBİP Programme has been one of the first 
examples of Young Academy formations in the world. TEÇEP Programme 
has encouraged the publications of the best books in Turkey.

Our efforts to be a more encompassing and more institutional science 
academy with the responsibility of national representation will continue 
with your contributions, thank you all”.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Mehmet Doğan was presented with a Certificate of 
Membership 
Receiving his certificate of membership TUBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. 
Mehmet Doğan, who was elected at the 45th General Assembly held on 
June 23, 2014, said that it was an honor for him to be an Academy Mem-
ber and was very pleased with the level of scientific researches in Turkey.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Gazi Yaşargil “I was introduced to science when I was 
10 and still cannot part from it”
TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Gazi Yaşargil,  introduced by the by 
TÜBA Council Member Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker,  gave a keynote speech 
to the GA titled “The Contributions of Micro Neurosurgery to the Art of 
Medicine”.

TÜBA’s New Honorary Members
In the afternoon session of the GA Meeting, members of the GA elected 
3 new members. Prof. Dr. Şinasi Özsoylu, Prof. Dr. Yıldız Bayazıtoğlu and 
Prof. Dr. Kemal Karpat, whom all made great national and international 
contributions in their fields, were awarded TÜBA Honorary Membership.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Gazi Yaşargil 

The 46th General Assembly of TÜBA 

TUBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar making his opening speech
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At the 45th  and 46th Annual General Assembly Meetings of TÜBA that took 
place in Prof. Dr. Mehmet Doğan, Prof. Dr. Kemal H. Karpat, Prof. Dr. Şinasi 
Özsoylu and Prof. Dr. Yıldız Bayazıtoğlu were elected to TÜBA Honorary 
Membership.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Mehmet Doğan: “Every Turk who is in-
volved in science wishes to become part of such a society”
“When I presented my first international paper in 1969, when I was a doctorate 

student in Germany, some scientists were 
introduced as members of the academies 

they belonged to. At that time I had 
imagined becoming a member of an 

academy in my own country. I was 
sure that one day, my work would 

receive such recognition and 
now that time is here. I wish to 
thank the TÜBA members and 
administration for considering 
me as deserving of this title, 
which I consider to be the most 

honorable title in my life. I am 
very proud to see and know that 

scientists, who are successful at a 
universal level, exist in my country.

Prof. Dr. Şinasi Özsoylu: “I am ready to make an effort as long as it takes, 
from the cradle to the grave”

Hacettepe University Retired Staff Member 
Prof. Dr. Şinasi Özsoylu, an academician 

who has contribute greatly to the 
field of pediatric hematology in 

medicine and played a leadership 
role in the advancement of 

science in Turkey and in 
the world, said; “With the 
pleasure of being accepted 
to Honorary Membership 
in TÜBA, an institution 
comprised of some of our 
highest level academicians, 

I want to thank my fellow 
members and the President 

in particular and extend my 
best regards.”

Prof. Dr. Yıldız Bayazıtoğlu: “The most honorable title of my professional 
life”
Prof. Dr. Yıldız Bayazıtoğlu, who has numerous achievements in the 
national and international field including being the first woman to getting 
her doctorate in Mechanical Engineering at Michigan U n i v e r s i t y 
and also becoming the first female associate 
professor and professor engineer at Rice 
University, said she saw the problems 
from different perspectives and 
continued as follows: “Women 
bring a different tone, a different 
perspective to the world and 
to our country and increase 
the power of people. These 
differences result in new 
discoveries and increase the 
contributions of engineering and 
science to humanity. I believe 
that we should be making more 
effort to develop new methods 
for encouraging female students in 
Turkey to pursue degrees in engineering 
and science and to support our women 
who wish to work as engineers, academicians 
and researchers. 

Prof. Dr. Kemal Karpat: “It is a great honor for me to become an honorary 
member of TÜBA”
“Turkey will develop a lot more because it is a significant power in historical, 
cultural and sociological terms. Let us not get caught up in admiring outside 
models and neglect ourselves and let us not lose our self-respect. We have 
tried to do all we can for Turkey. I have always p u t 
my trust in Turkey and the Turkish people. 
We have worked long and hard to 
change some misconceptions about 
Turkey. I want to thank TÜBA 
for this support” said Prof. Dr. 
Kemal Karpat, one of the most 
prestigious names in the 
community of world He added 
that it was a great honour for 
him to be a member of TUBA 
and he would do his best to 
honour it.
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TÜBA members were awarded 10 out of the 18 total grants. Each year TÜBİTAK presents awards in the three branches of “Science”, “Special” and “Incentive” in 
line with its goal of “supporting research and development in scientific and technological fields and providing awards for this purpose” as stated in its laws of 
establishment. In this context the TÜBİTAK Scientific Board decided to present 3 Science Awards, 2 Special Awards and 14 Incentive Awards in 2014. 

In 2014 TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. Timur Doğu was awarded a TÜBİTAK Science Award in the branch of engineering, TÜBA Principal Member and also 
Board Member Prof. Dr. H. Fahrettin Keleştimur received his award for health sciences and Prof. Dr. Zeynep Aycan was awarded in social sciences. 

The 2014 TÜBİTAK Special Awards are to be presented to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Çağan H. Şekercioğlu in basic sciences and Prof. Hayat Önyüksel in health sciences. 

The Incentive Awards were presented as follows: In basic sciences; 2014 TÜBA-GEBİP Member Assistant Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bülend Ortaç, 2010 TÜBA-GEBİP 
Member Associate Prof. Dr. Emrah Özensoy and Prof. Dr. Okan Zafer Yeşilel, in the fields of engineering; 2008 TÜBA-GEBİP Member Prof. Dr. Özgür Barış Akan, 
Assistant Assoc. Prof. Dr. Özgür Ergül, Associate Prof. Dr. Önder Özgener, Associate Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Emrah Ünalan and 2012 TÜBA-GEBİP Members; Associate 
Prof. Dr. Mustafa Şahmaran and Assistant Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tamer Uyar, in the field of health sciences; Prof. Dr. Mehmet Cansev, Associate Prof. Dr. Mehmet 
Kanbay and Prof. Dr. A. Mecit Kantarcı; in the field of social sciences Associate Prof.  Dr. Fuat Balcı and 2009 TÜBA-GEBİP Member Associate Prof.  Dr. Bahar 
Rumelili Sancak.

“The TÜBİTAK 2014 Science and Incentive Awards” 
were Presented by President Erdoğan

TÜBA Council Member Prof. Dr. Fahrettin Keleştimur TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. Timur Doğu

The infrastructure necessary for the online sales of publications, class books, 
reports and other activities being under taken by TÜBA within the framework 
of its objectives since the day of its establishment, have been completed. 

The TÜBA continues its work to encourage science and scientific efforts and to 
create and support quality publications towards raising the level of science in 
Turkey and popularizing scientific approach. 

In this scope, the efforts to make access to TÜBA publications easier have been 
completed and the “TÜBA Online Sales Portal” is now in service. Through the 
https://satis.tuba.gov.tr address TÜBA’s Project and Study Groups Reports, the 
Academy Forum Series, the Scientific Meetings Series, the Series of Scientific 
People’s Life Stories, the Bibliographers and Science and Thought Series and 
University Text Books can be accessed. 

Online Sale of TÜBA Publications has Now Started
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The TÜBA Young Scientist Outstanding Achievement Award Program 
(GEBİP) 2014 Annual Assessment Meeting was held on November 28-30 
in Afyon with the contributions of the Afyon Kocatepe University (AKÜ).

In his opening speech, TÜBA Council Member Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri Yur-
dusev said “With this program, which was started by the Academy in 
2001, we strive to create a network that includes several hundred young 
researchers working in the fields of science, health, engineering and 
social sciences. We have been doing our best to enable a highly quali-
fied generation of researchers to our country by these means for nearly 
twenty years. By supporting outstanding young scientists with this pro-
gram we aim to increase their dedication and reverse the brain drain”.

Prof. Dr. Yurdusev said “GEBİP, one of the first examples of the “Young 
Academy” concept in the world, rewards young scientists who work in all 
of the fields within the scope of TÜBA, Turkey’s national academy, who 
have expertise in health sciences, a doctorate in other sciences, work 
in Turkey and/or have committed to work in Turkey and are under 39 
years of age. In all fields of science a total of 335 outstanding scientists 
have been supported to date through TÜBA-GEBİP”, and concluded his 
speech by referring to the completed and planned projects and activi-
ties of TÜBA.

TÜBA Council Member Prof. Dr. Fikrettin Şahin presented a conference 
on “The Effects of Genetically Modified Organisms and Foods on Human 
and Environmental Health” which was listened to with great interest. 
Prof. Dr. Şahin continued the presentation, which started with develop-
ments in agriculture from the past to the present, by presenting the de-
velopments in biotechnology for the most part and the main problems 
concerning genetically modified organisms. 

A tour of the AKU campus and the Faculty of Medicine took place on the 
first day of the program.

Projects presented in four fields were discussed
After the opening program the GEBİP 2014 Annual Assessment Meetings 
were conducted in the form of parallel sessions with the participation 
of award recipients and advisors in 4 different fields and 4 different 
conference rooms. During the meetings the presentations made by GEBİP 
members on research conducted in the fields of science, health and life, 
engineering and social sciences were evaluated.

Following the evaluation of presentations in the fields of science, 
health and life, engineering and social sciences assessments and 
recommendations were expressed by the Academy President, Field 
moderators and participants on the presented projects and the GEBİP 
program. 

’The TÜBA-GEBİP 2014 Annual Assessment Meeting’ 
was Held in Afyonkarahisar 
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The 3rd Summit of South Asian Science Academies, including the General Assembly 
of the Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia (AASSA) and 
the scientific meetings titled ‘Biotechnology, Scientific Communication and Fairs in 
Agriculture’ took place in Delhi, India on October 13-18. During the General Assembly 
attended by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar, Council Member Prof. Dr. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev and Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Namık Kemal Aras elections 
were held resulting in the India National Sciences Academy (INSA) Member Prof. Dr. 
Krishan Lal being elected AASSA President and TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. 
Namık Kemal Aras being re-elected as AASSA Deputy President.

Prof. Dr. Namık Kemal Aras had participated in the first 
AASA General Assembly held in Seoul, capital of Korea, 
in the year 2000 as a TÜBA Principal member. He served 
as AASA’s Board Member between 2000 and 2004, as 
the AASA General Secretary between 2005 and 2008 and 
Director of AASSA Projects between 2009 and 2011. With 
the establishment of the AASSA in 2012 he was elected the 
AASSA Deputy President. 

The AASSA, which is comprised of 34 member Asian 
countries including China, India, Japan, Korea, Australia, 
Turkey and other member country academies, was founded 
as the Association of Academies of Sciences in Asia in the 
year 2000 and joined the Federation of Asian Scientific 
Academies and Societies in 2012 (FASAS) to become the 
Association of Academies and Societies of Sciences in Asia 
(AASSA). The secretariat of the AASSA is conducted by the 
Korean Science and Technology Academy (KAST). 

The AASSA carries out its work with the purpose of 
providing research and development with collaboration 
between the science and technology experts of Asian 
countries to be utilized in the development of these 

countries, keeping in mind the importance of joint projects between academies. 
Some of the projects that have been completed and are ongoing by the AASA 
covering the subjects of energy, water, climate changes, decreasing the risks of 
earthquakes, food sources and the preservation of these sources, biotechnology 
and renewable energy sources: ‘Sustainable Development Project in Asia’, ‘Science 
Education in Asia Project’, ‘The Place of Women in Science and Technology Project’, 
‘Projects Towards Not Falling Behind in Technology, Preventing This, Excelling 
in Technology, Understanding Science and Explaining Science’ and ‘A Scientific 
Approach to Cultural Heritage for the Development of the Economy’. 

The AASSA General Assembly Meeting was Held and 
TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Kemal Aras was 
elected as the AASSA Deputy President 

The “Excellence in Science: ERC Enables Young Researchers” symposium in the 
scope of the European Research Committee work to support the best researchers 
in the world, was hosted by TÜBA and TÜBİTAK on August 29, 2014 at the Istanbul 
Legacy Ottoman Hotel.

Following the opening speeches by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar, ERC 
President Prof. Dr. Jean Pierre Bourguignon and TÜBİTAK President Prof. Dr. Yücel 
Altunbaşak the symposium continued with presentations and discussions on the 
perspectives of ERC, TÜBİTAK, universities and researchers.

ERC President Prof. Bourguignon, who provided information about the ERC Program, 
pointed out that with Turkey’s current publication performance more projects 
could be obtained from the ERC. In the speech by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet 
Cevat Acar he said that the ERTC, TÜBA and TÜBİTAK shared goals in the field of 
scientific development and that the communication and cooperation between the 
organizations was critical. Acar also thanked ERC President Prof. Bourguignon for 
accepting their invitation and also TÜBİTAK, the universities and administrators and 
participants from the TÜBA community for their contributions. TÜBİTAK President 
Prof. Yücel Altunbaşak, who took the stage next, talked about the new Horizon 2020 
award and grant program which recently went into effect and provided information 
about Turkey’s ERC Action Plan and the related assistance programs of TÜBİTAK.

In the second part of the symposium the rectors of universities actively benefitting 
from the ERC program or making plans to undertake projects shared their strategies 
with participants. TÜBA Principal Member and Bilkent University Rector Prof. Dr. 
Abdullah Atalar, İzmir Advanced Technology Institute Rector Prof. Dr. Mustafa 
Güden, TÜBA Principal Member and Koç University Assistant Rector Prof. Dr. İrşadi 
Aksun, Middle Easter Technical University Rector Prof. Dr. Ahmet Acar and TÜBA 

Principal Member and Sabancı University Rector Prof. Dr. Nihat Berker each gave 
speeches on the subject and responded to the questions of young researchers.

Also the researchers being supported by ERC in the scope of the 7th Framework 
Program in Turkey shared their projects and experiences with the participants. In the 
final section that took place under the moderation of TÜBA Council and Principal 
Member Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik, a group of young researchers including TÜBA 
Associate Member Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bilge Demirköz and 2014 TÜBA-GEBİP Award 
Recipient Assoc. Prof. Doç. Dr. Eren İnci planning careers towards ERC provided 
information about their scientific goals and plans for the future.The symposium was 
concluded with Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik’s closing speech. 

The ‘Excellence in Science: ERC Enables Young 
Researchers’ Symposium by TÜBA and TÜBİTAK 
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A Delegation from the National Academy of Sciences 
of Belarus Visited TÜBA 
A delegation from the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus (NASB) visited TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar at his office on December 17, 2014.
During the visit in which the relations and cooperation between TÜBA and NASB were discussed and ideas and information were exchanged about the academies 
and possible joint projects, the delegation comprised of NASB Assistant General President Professor Sergei Kilin, Deputy President of the NASB International 
Cooperation Department Dr. Elena Orlova, Science and Application Center Laboratory President Prof. Vitaly Semenchenko, Applied Physics Institute Researcher 
Prof. Valeri Mikhnev, International Acience Advisor Hanna Malinouskaya and First Secretary of Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in Ankara Vladimir Soloyovyev 
and TÜBA Council Member Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik and TÜBA Principal Member  Prof. Dr. Taner Demirer were in attendance.

At the end of the meeting, TÜBA and NASB both agreed on developing relations and establishing cooperation between the organizations and realizing joint 
projects within the framework of the bilateral cooperation agreement. 

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Halil İnancık was 
Presented the ‘Cemil Meriç Award’ in the Field of History 
TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Halil İnalcık was given an award in the field of history within the scope of the ‘II. National Cemil Meriç Awards and Contributions 
to Social Peace Awards’ presented by the Mustafa Kemal University (MKU).

Awards were presented by the MKU Thought and Cultural Studies Application and Research Center to individuals who had contributed to Hatay Province and 
MKU at the national level, in terms of thought, culture, literature, sociology, history and translation as well as social peace, in a ceremony. In the speech made 
by the Rector Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Salih Güder at the award ceremony in the Atatürk Conference Room, he expressed what significance contributions beyond all 
admiration had been made by the award recipients to society with the intellect, knowledge, accumulation and leadership of communities, and said that this 

award could never repay the work that was accomplished by these 
valuable individuals.

The Cemil Meriç Awards, which were given for the first time in 2013, 
are given for work in the fields of thought and culture, literature, 
sociology, history and translation at a national level, for contributions 
to thought and culture throughout Hatay and the Mustafa Kemal 
University. In this context the award in the field of history was given 
to Prof. Dr. Halil İnalcık, for sociology the award was given to Prof. Dr. 
Şerif Mardin, awards in the category of adding value to Hatay were 
given to Mehmet Celalettin Lekesiz, Head of The General Directorate 
of Security and Sadullah Ergin, Former Minister of Justice and AK 
Party Hatay Parliamentarian, in the category of adding value to MKU 
Utku Acun, former governor of Hatay was presented with an award, 
in the category of thought and culture the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency Directorate (TİKA) was given an award, Prof. Dr. 
Orhan Okay was given an award for his contributions to the Turkish 
Language and Literature and researcher-writer Mehmet Tekin was 
given an award in the category of thought and culture in Hatay.
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The ‘MEDBLACKS2014 Workshop’ Took Place at The 
Işık University 
The international workshop titled “Implications for Late Quaternary Sea Level Changes on the Mediterranean and Black Sea Coasts” organized by the Işık University and 
Ardahan University within the scope of the 2013-2014 Turkish German Science Year and sponsored by TÜBA took place between August 31-September 6, 2014 at Işık 

University. The workshop held by the organization board chaired by TÜBA-GEBİP member Doç. Dr. Ahmet Evren Erginal in the scope of the TÜBA-GEBİP award program 
commenced at the Işık University Şile Campus with opening speeches on September 1, 2014. The opening included speeches by Işık University rector Prof. Dr. Nafiye 
Güneç Kıyak, TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar and Doç. Dr. Ahmet Evren Erginal. Dr. Erginal, who mentioned that this meeting had been organized on the 
occasion of the ‘Turkish-German Science Year’ emphasized the contributions of German scientists on the development of Turkish geomorphology and the importance 
of researching the traces of late quaternary sea level changes on the Mediterranean and Black Sea Coasts.
In the opening speech made by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar at the workshop he emphasized that specific and international workshops like 
MEDBLACKS2014 are critical and thanked the Işık and Ardahan Universities and the participants. He added that TÜBA supports and will continue to support these 
types of organizations as much as possible within the scope of the ‘Young Scientist Outstanding Achievement Award (GEBİP)’.

After TÜBA President Prof. Acar’s speech the presentations and scientific sessions took place
The first three days of the meeting between September 1 and 3 were reserved for scientific sessions while the last three days between September 4 and 6 were 
reserved for a technical trip and the social program. During the scientific sessions of the MEDBLACKS2014 Workshop in which participants from many different 
countries like Italy, Bulgaria, Greece, England and Tunisia were in attendance in addition to Turkish and German scientists, many oral and poster presentations were 
given on such subjects as the changes in the sea level on Mediterranean and Black Sea Coasts, the changes caused by tectonics, sunken ancient port cities and coastal 
structures, the evidence and traces of geological remains from tsunamis on the Mediterranean coasts, the Black Sea’s quaternary paleo ecology, the methods used in 
the precise dating of coastal stacks, the environmental changes in the past 11 thousand years and the fossil pollen evidence of changes in the distribution of botanical 
groups, anthropogenic adaptation to sea level and coastal line changes and observing the climactic, paleo-ecological and geo-archeological proxies in lagoons near the 
coasts. Before each scientific session select scientists were invited to give presentations on the workshop subjects.

In the field work section of the workshop observation and research studies were conducted on the fossil sand systems in the coast west of Şile and their connection 
to the sea level changes, the Gelibolu terrace to the sea and its age issue, the history of the Troy, Bergama and Efes ancient city excavations and their architectural 
structures and the ancient Elaia port and port structures and their connection with the sea level changes. The field study was concluded on the evening of September 6. 
*The reports presented in the MEDBLACKS2014 meeting will be published in the international journal called Quaternary International after the judging process as a 
special edition.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Burhan Say Has Passed Away 
 
TÜBA Honorary Member and Oklahoma University retired teacher Prof. Dr. Burhan 
Say, passed away on August 2, 2014 in Tulsa-Oklahoma.

One of the founders of the Turkish Hematology Association (THA), Prof. Say served 
at the Hacettepe Child Health Institute between the years 1957-1959, after becoming 
an associate professor in 1959-1969, he became a professor in 1964-1973 teaching 
first at the Hacettepe Medical and Health Sciences then at the Hacettepe University 
after 1967 under its new name. After going to the US in 1973 Prof. Dr. Burhan Say 
became the genetic department director of the Children’s Medical Center in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. In the years 1973-1982 he was assigned as a pediatrics professor in 
the Oklahoma University and as of 1980 he started as the medical director in the 
Biochemical Genetics Laboratory of the H.A. Chapman Institute of Medical Genetics 
in the same location. In 1982 he received his certificate from the American Genetics 
Board.  With 275 publications, 80 of which are in Turkish, 

Prof. Dr. Burhan Say also won the ‘İhsan Doğramacı Science Achievement Award’ in 
1975. 
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The Chinese Ambassador to Ankara YuHongyang and 
a Delegation from the Engineering Academy of China 
Visited TÜBA 

The Ambassador of the Republic of China YuHongyang and a Delegation from the Engineering Academy of China visited TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar 
on August 05, 2014.

During meetings with the delegation comprised of Republic of China Ambassador YuHongyang, Engineering Academy of China Deputy President Prof. Dr. XIE 
Ke-chang, Engineering Academy of China Member and President of the Chinese Ocean Petrol Engineering Prof. Dr. ZHOU Shouwei, Tsinghua University Thermal 
Energy Engineering Department Teaching Staff Member Prof. Dr. LI Zheng, Taiyuan Technical University Coal Chemistry and Engineering Institute Prof. Dr. LI 
Wenying, Engineering Academy of China International Cooperation Assistant Manager KANG Jincheng, Shenhua Holding Research Institution Deputy President 
LIU Ke information and ideas were exchanged on activities between the academies, cooperation between the two organizations and possibilities for collaborative 
activities.

TÜBA Council Member Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik, TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. Taner Demirer, TÜBA Principal Member and TÜBİTAK Deputy President Prof. Dr. Erol 
Arcaklıoğlu and TÜBA President Advisor Prof. Dr. İbrahim Kaya attended the meeting that was held with the delegation.

MIT Technology Review 
and TÜBA Cooperation
The winners have been designated in the ‘Innovators Under 35’ 
Competition organized through cooperation between the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology’s independent publication the MIT Technology 
Review and TÜBA in which 10 Turkish young people were determined to 
be most creative with their high social impact projects towards solving 
current issues and shaping the future.

The MIT Technology Review, published by the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) is one of the world’s oldest technology magazines and suppoArts young people who have dedicated themselves to solving global issues that 
have a direct impact on society with the ‘Innovators Under 35’ Competition, which is organized in a different country each year to introduce the leaders of the 
new generation in pioneer technologies to the world, and is regarded as the most important global authority and messenger of the future in technology.

The MIT Technology Review, which aims to encourage people to learn developing technologies and undertakes to analyze the commercial, political and social 
outcomes of these technologies and introduce the innovators who will create technology focused projects that will shape the lives of people in the future and 
command economic development; announced the names of this year’s 10 Turkish young people who shape the future of technology. 
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The lifelong work ‘Historical and Etymological Dictionary of Turkish’ of 
famous Austrian Turcologist Prof. Dr. Andreas Tietze, who worked as a 
faculty member at the Istanbul University will be published by TÜBA. Prof. 
Dr. Andreas Tietze’s daughter and her spouse visited TÜBA President Prof. 
Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar on the occasion of this project. 

The first volume was published by Prof. Dr. Andreas Tietze himself and the 
2nd volume was published 7 years after his death by the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences Press in Turkish. TÜBA has started working to bring this 7 
volume work of Prof. Dr. Andreas Tietze to the Turkish language in the scope 
of a new project.

All rights to the work have been taken over by TÜBA and all the materials 

collected by the late Professor Tietze have been delivered to TUBA for the 
completion of the work. The work for publication process of the dictionary 
will be started in the coming weeks with the people who had been involved 
in working on the first volume. The dictionary which will be comprised of a 
total of 7 volumes is planned to be published by 2017.

Filiz Tietze expressed her pleasure at TÜBA’s decision to publish the 
dictionary and added, “Completing the Historical and Etymological 
Dictionary of Turkish is very important for us because my father Andreas 
Tietze spent 70 years of his life collecting the words that are in the 7 volume 
dictionary. I am very pleased with TÜBA, a very distinguished institution, 
for publishing the work that my father had created but was unable to 
complete”.

Filiz Tietze, the Daughter of the Late Professor Tietze, 
the Author of the Historical and Etymological Diction-
ary of Turkish, and her Spouse Visited TÜBA 

The Report for the TÜBA National Cancer Policies Workshop, which was held on June 27-28, 2014 by the Cancer Work-
ing Group with the participation of over 200 administrators and scientists from a number of different organizations 
and institutions, has been published.

It is thought that Workshop Report prepared by TÜBA to be presented to all physicians actively working in Turkey, 
relevant organizations and institutions, stakeholders and the public will be in important reference source for policy 
makers.

The TÜBA-National Cancer Policies Workshop Report 
was published 
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The ‘TÜBA-National Cancer Policies Workshop’ was held on June 27-28, 2014 
in Istanbul with the participation of 218 scientists. 

TBMM Health, Family, Employment and Social Affairs Commission President 
Prof. Dr. Necdet Ünüvar, who made the opening speech, pointed out that 
100 Mobile Cancer Diagnosis, Scanning and Education Centers were planned 
to be opened and added: ‘Cancer is a disease that occurs for genetic or 
environmental reasons with 162,000 new cases we encounter every year and 
nearly 140,000 people have lost their life as a result. Out of the 14 million 
new cases that are announced in the world every year, 8 million will result in 
mortality. This is a serious problem which neither the Ministry of Health nor 
anyone involved in the health industry can ignore. 

Emphasizing that the most important point in the ‘Health Transformation 
Program’ is the ‘Cancer Early Diagnosis, Scanning and Education Centers’ 
(KETEM) Prof. Dr. Ünüvar stated that there are 134 KETEMs and soon 100 
Mobile KETEMs would be actively scanning at these centers. Ünüvar added; 
“We know that one out of 3 cancers can be diagnosed early and one out of 
3 cancers can be prevented. As the number of Mobile and fixed KETEMs 
increase the number of early diagnoses, it will reduce the mortality rate. This 
will make the work of our scientists much easier.’ 

A Turkish Health Institutes Directorate is Being Established 
Explaining that Institutes serve as greenhouses for scientists, Prof. Dr. 
Ünüvar pointed out that when the setting is right outstanding results can 
be achieved and this was the objective in establishing ‘TÜSEB’. ‘Cancer, 

Chronic Diseases, Biotechnology, Quality and Accreditation, Traditional and 
Supplementary Medicine and Mother and Child Health Institutes are being 
established. As the need grows the number of such institutes may increase. 
The Cancer Institute will be established within 6 months while the others will 
be completed in 3 years’ he said.

After Prof. Dr. Ünüvar’s speech the moderators and participants who had been 
given ‘Current Status Analysis Study’ and ‘Recommendation Development 
Study’ training the day before by the Turkish Industry Management and 
Administration Institute (TÜSSİDE) in order to generate a healthier report, 
took their places in the workshop rooms. 

218 Scientists at 15 Workshop Desks 
The workshop was arranged to be comprised of 15 desks representing 
Problems in Basic Oncology, Alternative Medicine in Cancer, Problems in Adult 
Oncology, Problems in Radiation Oncology, Problems that are Experienced in 
the Scientific Studies Done on Basic and Clinical Oncology, Cancer and Ethics, 
Education on Cancer (Rotation, Curriculum, Standardization, Academic 
Education), Palliative Medicine in Cancer, Cancer Nursing, Early Diagnosis 
and Epidemiology in Cancer, Problems in Pediatric Hematology / Oncology, 
Problems of Cancer Patients, Problems Experienced in Collecting and 
Assessing Cancer Data, The Obstacles in the Production and Accessibility to 
Patients of Cancer Drugs, The Importance of Central Units in the Preparation 
of Chemotherapy and the Standardization of Preparation Systems. 

TÜBA Cancer Study Group Coordinator Prof. Dr. Taner Demirer said ‘The 
TÜBA-National Cancer Policies Workshop was a national workshop in the 
full meaning’ 
In the statement made by TÜBA-Cancer Study Group Coordinator Prof. 
Dr. Taner Demirer he said, ‘Because the problems involved particularly in 
support treatments were discussed at the TÜBA- National Cancer Policies 
Workshop, the points of caution in medication production and preparation, 
the problems experienced in making sure medications reach patients, and 
problems experienced with medications in the field and in application 
were brought to the table and serious assessments were made. Prof. Dr. 
Demirer, who pointed out that the Workshop was made possible with the 
participation of important stakeholders in the diagnosis and treatment 
of cancer such as the Ministry of Health, the Turkish Radiation Oncology 
Organization, the Turkish Pediatric Oncology Organization, the Turkish 
Hematology Organization, the Turkish Medical Oncology Organization, YÖK, 
TÜBİTAK and universities, said: ‘Cancer diagnosis and treatment is a multi-
disciplinary approach. In other words it is a subject in which many different 
areas of specialty get involved but there are still a lot of deficiencies in 
our country. It has been expressed that it is crucial to have palliative care 
centers in all of our regions and the serious concerns of cancer patients and 
families were discussed.’

The ‘TÜBA-National Cancer Policies Workshop’  Took 
Place with the Participation of 218 Scientists
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The Young Scientist Outstanding Achievement Award (GEBİP) and Awards for 
Best Books Authored and Translated (TEÇEP) ceremonies and the 45th General 
Assembly took place on June 23, 2014 with the attendance of the Right Hon-
ourable Fikri Işık, The Minister of Science, Industry and Technology.

Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Fikri Işık: “We are in the situation of having to 
shift production from muscle power to brain power”
Minister Fikri Işık started his speech at the ceremony by expressing his belief 
that science encourages people and that awards contribute to the develop-

ment of scientific studies. He added that science can only be done with pas-
sion and devotion, reminded everyone that the founders of the Republic had 
also regarded intelligence, knowledge and science as indispensible and that 
significant contributions were made to science throughout the history of the 
Republic in Turkey. Işık pointed out that while Turkey had only 1 university in 
1930, there are 180 universities throughout Turkey today and the number of 
students exceeds 5.5 million. 

After the opening speeches by TÜBA President Prof. Dr. Ahmet Cevat Acar and 
Minister of Science, Industry and Technology Fikri Işık, the TÜBA-GEBİP and 
TÜBA-TEÇEP awards were presented to the winning scientists by Minister Işık. 
Within the GEBİP 2013 program 26 young scientists won awards in the fields 
of nature, engineering, health and social studies while in the GEBİP 2014 pro-
gram 15 young scientists won awards. 

While a total of 7 works won “Awards for Best Books Authored and Translated” 
in the field of nature, engineering, health and social studies in the TEÇEP 2013 
program, 12 works received “Notable Works Awards (Honorable Mention)”. In 
the TEÇEP 2014 a total of 6 works won “Awards for Best Books Authored and 
Translated” in the field of nature, engineering, health and social studies and 
10 works received “Notable Works Awards (Honorable Mention)”. The Author-
ing and Translation Prize for 2013 and 2014 was 20.000 Turkish Liras, Notable 
Works Prize (Honorable Mention) was 7.000 Turkish Liras, the Translation Prize 
was 12.500 Turkish Liras and the Notable Works Prize (Honorable Mention) 
was 4.000 Turkish Liras.

The number of young scientists awarded in 2013 and 2014 for outstanding 
achievements within the TÜBA-GEBİP was 335, and 161 works were awarded 
in the TÜBA-TEÇEP. 

Prof. Dr. H. Mehmet Doğan as the new Honorary Member of TÜBA.

The Prof. Dr. Münci Kalayoğlu Conference 
Following the award ceremony, TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Münci Ka-
layoğlu gave the Academy lecture titled “The Present and Future of Organ 
Transplants in the World and in Turkey”.

The TÜBA-GEBİP and TÜBA-TEÇEP Awards Ceremony 
and TÜBA’s 45th General Assembly Took Place 
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The conference titled ‘The Present and Future of Organ Transplants in the World and Turkey’ given by TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Münci Kalayoğlu, who is 
regarded as one of the top 20 physicians in the world, was followed with great interest at the TÜBA Academic Day on June 23, 2014.

Prof. Dr. Kalayoğlu, who started his presentation by presenting himself in the most humble way as “a simple doctor who removes and attaches livers” in response 
to all that was said in his introduction at the conference, continued by providing information about the history of liver transplants. Prof. Kalayoğlu pointed out 
that Alexis Carrel, who had gone from France to America and studied how to bring tiny veins together at his laboratory in Chicago and had won the Nobel Prize 
in Medicine for this research, after which he continued work to uncover the significance of tissue typing done by scientists and genetic differences. Prof. Dr. 
Münci Kalayoğlu continued the conference by talking about his experiences, his studies, the importance of organ transplants as well as what needs to be done 
to encourage transplants and added, ‘The number of organ donors in comparison to the number of people waiting for organs is very low in our country and more 
needs to be done to promote organ donating’.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Münci Kalayoğlu’s 
Academic Conference on ‘The Present and Future of 
Organ Transplants in the World and Turkey’

TÜBA has organized a ‘Clinical Legal Studies Workshop’ at the Rabi Madrasah 
under the Presidentship of one of the most important names in legal clinics, 
Prof. Dr. David McQuoid-Mason, Faculty Member of KwaZulu-Natal University 
of South Africa.

The workshop sponsored by the Sweden based Raoul Wallenberg Institute 
and hosted by TÜBA on September 24-25, was conducted using an interac-
tive teaching approach, which is used in many places throughout the world. 
The aim was to introduce this approach to young teaching staff and research 
assistants in the İstanbul University Law Faculty and to teach them how a le-
gal clinic program should be organized. The Istanbul University, which start-
ed legal clinics in the field of Refugee Law, aims to become the best in Turkey 
on the subject of legal clinics which they planned to focus on starting in the 
2014 fall term.

The ‘Clinical Legal Studies Workshop’ at the TÜBA -
Rabi Madrasah
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Prof. M. A. Yekta Saraç - YÖK President
Prof. M. A. Yekta Saraç, who is a TÜBA Principal member as well as a Council 
of Higher Education (YÖK) Member and Deputy President was appointed as 
the President of YÖK on November 11, 2014. 

Prof. Dr. Saraç became a Member of the YÖK General Assembly on October 
19, 2005. On October 19, 2010 he was appointed to YÖK Membership for a 
second time. Saraç, who continues his duties as YÖK Executive Board Member 
since March 13, 2008 and YÖK Deputy President since January 21, 2010, was 
appointed as the Council of Higher Education President on November 11, 2014. 
The specialty field of M.A. Yekta Saraç, who has eight published books and 
articles in a number of different journals to his credit, is Ancient Turkish 
Literature, text annotation and oratory-rhetoric.

Prof. Dr. İzzet Özgenç - YÖK Member
Prof. Dr. İzzet Özgenç, who is a TÜBA Principal member as well as a Member 
of the Teaching Staff at the Gazi University Faculty of Law, was appointed as 
a Council of Higher Education (YÖK) Member on December 9, 2014. 

Upon Türkan Saylan’s term of duty being completed, he was chosen from the 
Council of Minister’s contingency to YÖK in March of 2007 and the President at 
that time, Ahmet Necdet Sezer, approved this selection. After Yusuf Ziya Özcan 
became YÖK President while he was working at the Gazi University Faculty of 
Law as a Teaching Staff, he was appointed as the YÖK Deputy President by the 
General Assembly in 2008. In January of 2010 he resigned from YÖK Deputy 
Presidentship and was elected to the YÖK Executive Board. Due to being a 
candidate for rector of the Turkish-German University in 2010 he resigned from 
the YÖK Executive Board and then YÖK membership. He is a member of the 
Bezmiâlem Vakıf University Board of Trustees.

Prof. Dr. Haluk Görgün - Gebze Technical University Rector
TÜBA Associate Member Prof. Dr. Haluk Görgün was appointed to the Gebze 
Technical University Rectorship on November 18. 

Prof. Dr. Görgün, who works in the field of Control and Automation Engineering, had 
previously been working as the Assistant Rector at the Yıldız Technical University.

Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker - Necmettin Erbakan University Rector
Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker, who holds the position of rector at the Necmettin 
Erbakan University was re-assigned to the same post on December 9, 2014. 

Prof. Dr. Şeker is a Teaching Staff Member of the Medical Faculty Department 
of Anatomy.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Çiçekler - Assistant Rector of İstanbul Medeniyet 
University
TÜBA Principal Member and İstanbul Medeniyet University (IMU) Teaching 
Staff Member Prof. Dr. Mustafa Çiçekler was appointed as the Assistant 
Rector of IMU. 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Çiçekler continues to give courses in the Department 
of Persian Language and Literature, Specialty in Eastern Languages and 
Literatures at IMU.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Solak - Afyon Kocatepe University (AKÜ) Rector 
TÜBA Principle Member and also Afyon Kocatepe University (AKÜ) Rector Prof. 
Dr. Mustafa Solak, has been assigned by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan as 
AKÜ Rector for a second term.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Solak was first appointed as Afyon Kocatepe University 
Rector in July of 1999. During 1999-2008 he worked as the Afyon Kocatepe 
University Assistant Rector, Medical Faculty Dean, Institute Council and 
Institute Board of Directors Member, Medical Faculty Board and Faculty Board 
of Directors Member, Basic Medical Sciences Department Head, Medical Biology 
Specialty Branch Founding President and Medical Genetics Specialty Branch 
Acting Chairman.   Prof. Dr. Mustafa Solak has 32 unique articles published in 
international journals and 38 in national journals. He has 42 international and 
45 national notifications presented in conferences and meetings and 31 case 
presentations. He is a section author in 3 books published in his field and is the 
editor of two of these books.

TÜBA Members in the Council of Higher Education and 
University Administrations

Prof. Dr. Haluk Görgün 
TÜBA Associate Member

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Çiçekler 
TÜBA Principal Member

Prof. Dr. İzzet Özgenç - YÖK MemberProf. M. A. Yekta Saraç - YÖK President Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Şeker - TÜBA Council Member

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Solak
TÜBA Principal Member
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TÜBA Honorary Member and North Carolina Uni-
versity Biochemistry and Biophysics Department 
Teaching Staff Member Prof. Dr. Aziz Sancar aims 
to achieve the elimination of cancer cells by me-
dicating these cells when the DNA repair is at a 
minimum in the body with his ‘Circadian Clock’ 
(Rhythmic Clock) study. 

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. 
Dr. Aziz Sancar’s ‘Circadian Clock’ 
against cancer invention

President Abdullah Gül presented the Order of 
the Republic and Merit to individuals who have 
contributed greatly to Turkey, the Turkish langu-
age, culture and history. TÜBA Honorary Member 
famous Hungarian Turcologist  Prof. Dr. György 
Hazai was also presented with an ‘Order of Merit’.
In the ceremony held at the Çankaya Palace on 
June 11,2014, President Gül said that the efforts 
of scientists outside of Turkey who were not even 
Turkish citizens, to recognize the value of Turkish 
culture, history and civilization were admirable.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. 
György Hazai receives the Order 
of Merit

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. İsenbike Togan 
was elected to the ICPHS Board of Directors in 
the elections that were held at the ‘International 
Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences’ (ICP-
HS) on October 16, 2014 in Paris.

Prof. Dr. Togan was re-elected as a member of the 
ICPHS Board of Directors for a term of 3 years. The 
ICPHS is a non-governmental organization under 
UNESCO that unites different communities and 
organizations in the fields of philosophy, human 
sciences and other relevant fields.

TÜBA Honorary Member Prof. Dr. 
İsenbike Togan has been elected 
to the ICPHS Board of Directors

Prof. Dr. Nilüfer Göle, who is TÜBA Principal Mem-
ber and Works as research manager for 15 years 
in Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales 
(EHESS) in Paris was considered worthy to ‘Legion 
d’Honneur Mark’ by France Higher Education and 
Research Ministry. 

Among the research fields of Prof. Göle are Islam, 
public space, social gender, secularism and multi-
ple modernities. The mark was given to Göle, who 
was considered worth to award due to the contri-
butions of her research on Islam and public space 
in Europe and alternative modernities as well as the 
aforementioned, by Prof. Dr. Alain Touranie who is 
a leading sociologist in the world and at the same 
time her teacher. Göle stated that, with the award, 
her studies which may have the quality of a trans-
lator between civilizations and cultures and said: 
“This award is not given to me due to my inter-state 
contribution. It was given only due to my academy 
studies”. The famous sociologist expressed that it 
made her happy that the work she was trying to 
realize for years was recognized by others. 

“Honor Mark” to TÜBA Principal 
Member Prof. Dr. Nilüfer Göle 
from France

TÜBA Principal Member and Ankara University 
Medical Faculty Hematology Department Faculty 
Member Prof. Dr. Taner Demirer was presented 
the 2014 ‘TBMM Honorary Award’ at today’s cere-
mony.

Following the presentation of the awards by 
TBMM President Cemil Çiçek Prof. Dr. Taner Demi-
rer proceeded to describe his excitement at being 
presented the honorary award of TBMM, the sym-
bol of our country’s independence and republic, 
and added ‘This commendation and recognition 
the Grand Assembly has expressed for my life’s 
academic work will be invaluable motivation for 
the work I do from now on’.

TÜBA Principal Member of Prof. Dr. 
Taner Demirer was presented the 
TBMM (Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey) Honorary Award 

TÜBA Principal Member and Professor of Interna-
tional Relations at the Middle East Technical Uni-
versity Prof. Dr. Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev started his 
position as the TÜBA Vice President on January 1, 
2015.

Elected to TÜBA Principal Membership in 2012, 
Prof. Yurdusev was educated in Turkey and Eng-
land. While continuing in his job at METU, Pro-
fessor Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev was also a visiting 
scholar at Oxford University (England) and Kan-
sai University (Japan). His research interests are 
international relations theory, European identity 
and Ottoman diplomacy, Prof. Yurdusev was ele-
cted to Academy Council membership in 2012. 
Heis the author of International Relations and the 
Philosophy of History: A Civilizational Approach 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2003) and editor of Ottoman 
Diplomacy: Conventional or Unconventional? 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2004).

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. 
Ahmet Nuri Yurdusev Started in 
his position as Vice President

The clinical team directed by TÜBA Principal Member 
Prof. Dr. Tayfun Özçelik and comprised of clinicians 
including 2012 TÜBA-GEBİP Award recipient Dr. 
Ayşe Begüm Tekinay, found the gene that causes 
Parkinson’s disease and hand tremors.

Parkinson’s disease takes second place among 
movement disorder diseases. In developed countries 
the rate of this disease is 30 in one thousand, one 
percent in people over 60 and 4 percent in people over 
80. There are nearly 7 million Parkinson’s patients in 
the world.

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. 
Tayfun Özçelik and his team have 
found the ‘Parkinson’s Gene’ 

TÜBA-GEBİP Member and Izmir High Technology 
Institute, Molecular Biology and Genetic Depart-
ment Teaching Staff Member Assoc. Prof. Dr. Yusuf 
Baran, has been elected as a Global Young Aca-
demy (Inter Academy Panel,  The Global Network 
of Young Academies) Executive Committee mem-
ber.
 
Elected to become a member of the Global Young 
Academy in 2013, Assoc, Prof. Dr. Baran received 
54% of votes on May 24 at the Global Young Aca-
demy General Assembly held at the Chile Univer-
sity (Universidad de Chile, Santiago, Chile) on May 
21-25, 2014 thereby becoming a member of the  
Global Young Academy Executive Committee. 

TÜBA-GEBİP Member Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Yusuf Baran is on the 
Global Young Academy Executive 
Committee

TÜBA Principle Member and Selçuk University 
Science Faculty Chemistry Department Teaching 
Staff Member Prof. Dr. Mustafa Ersöz was elected 
as a member of the COST Scientific Committee at 

TÜBA Principle Member Prof. Dr. 
Mustafa Ersöz was Elected to COST 
Scientific Committee Membership 

the Senior Level Representatives Meeting of the 
European Cooperation in Science and Technology 
– COST, after being nominated by TÜBİTAK.

Within the mission of COST Prof. Dr. Mustafa 
Ersöz undertook active duties such as Core group 
membership in the COST project, task group 
chairman and Short-Term Scientific Missions 
(STSM) coordinator. Due to his international 
work in the field of nanoscience, Prof. Ersöz has 
served as the coordinator in the “Nanomaterials 
and Nanotechnologies” team to prepare a project 
in the field of nanotechnology within the scope 
of the HORIZON 2020 under the COST-MP1106 
action. Prof. Ersöz was in the same consortium 
(FP7-LAMAND) as some important research 
centers in the field of nanotechnology and Intel 
in the scope of the EU 7. Framework Program and 
conducted the leadership of the “Nanometrology” 
work package of the project. He continues to 
carry out many projects in the scope of the EU 7. 
Framework Program.

TÜBA Council Member and Erciyes University 
Rector Prof. Dr. Fahrettin Keleştimur was 
elected as a Board of Directors Member in the 
International Pituitary Society as a result of an 
online vote among members at the FK Pituitary 
Society Conference held on March 2-4, 2015 in San 
Diego (USA).

TÜBA Council Member Prof. H. 
Fahrettin Keleştimur has been 
Elected as a Board of Directors 
Member in the International 
Pituitary Society 
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TÜBA Principal Member and Hacettepe University 
(HÜ) Chemistry Department Teaching Staff Mem-
ber Prof. Dr. Adil Denizli and Gülsu Şener who 
has been continuing her doctorate studies in his 
study group have developed a “Preparation of As-
say Criteria for Drug Detection” project which will 
be able to detect drugs in one drop of blood in a 
few minutes wherever the person is located. 

Prof. Dr. Denizli, whose international publicati-
ons on molecular suppression and sensor tech-
nologies have reach 85 in only 10 years thereby 
placing him in 3rd place in the world ranking, 
announced that the “Preparation of Assay Criteria 
for Drug Detection” project being conducted with 
Gülsu Şener and the support of the Ministry of De-
velopment is now completed. 

TÜBA Founding Member and Rector of Istanbul 
University (IU) Prof. Dr. Yunus Söylet was conside-
red worthy to the title f Honorary PhD by Bulgaria 
Sciences Academy due to his success in science 
and management career, his efforts in the aca-
demic and scientific cooperation between Turkey 
and Bulgaria and his contributions in terms of de-
velopment of science and innovation. 

A Great achievement by TÜBA 
Principal Member Prof. Dr. Adil 
Denizli 

 ‘The International Heat and Mass Transfer’ sympo-
sium was organized on June 8-14 in honor of TÜBA 
Honorary Member Prof. Dr. Sadık Kakaç and Prof. 
Dr. Jacques Padet.

In the symposium, which took place in Kuşadası 
TOBB Economy and Technology University Teac-
hing Staff Member Prof. Dr. Sadık Kakaç and French 
Reims University Prof. Dr. Jacques Padet were pre-
sented with an Outstanding Achievement Award 
for their valuable contributions to international 
research on the subject of  ‘heat and mass transfer’ 
by the International Heat and Mass Transfer Center.

An Outstanding Achievement Award 
to Honorary Member of TÜBA, Prof. 
Dr. Sadık Kakaç from the International 
Heat and Mass Transfer Center 

TÜBA Associate Member, Bahçeşehir Üniversitesi 
Medical Faculty Founder and Dean MedicalPark 
Hastaneler Grubu Neurosciences Academy Foun-
der, Brain Surgery Department Head Prof. Dr. Tür-
ker Kılıç, has been chosen to become a member of 
one of the world’s most reputable academies, the 
European Sciences and Arts Academy(Academia 
Scientiarum et Artium Europaea).

Bahçeşehir University Medical Faculty Dean Prof. 
Dr. Türker Kılıç, who is known for his innovative 
studies on “Brain Surgery and Brain Tumors”, has 
taken his place as the 10th Turk in the Academy 
with the work he has done in the fields of cerebro-
vascular diseases and brain tumors. Prof. Dr. Türker 
is now one of the three names in addition to Prof. 
Dr. Turgay Dalkara and Prof. Dr. Taner Demirer, 
who are also Tüba members, that are now mem-
bers of the European Sciences and Arts Academy.

TÜBA Associate Member Prof. Dr. 
Türker Kılıç has been chosen by the 
European Sciences and Arts Academy 

Honorary Doctorate to TÜBA 
Principal Member Prof. Dr. 
Yunus Söylet From Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences 

TÜBA Associate Member and Gebze Technical 
University Business Faculty Teaching Staff Mem-
ber Prof. Dr. Halit Keskin and Prof. Dr. Ali Ekber 
Akgün have achieved a great success.

Gebze Technical University Business Faculty Teac-
hing Staff Member Prof. Dr. Halit Keskin and Prof. 
Dr. Ali Ekber Akgün, who contributed institutio-
nal, emotional skill measurement, organizational 
emotional memory measurement and complex 
adaptive system measurements to International 
Literature identified the significance of adaptive 
transformation capacity for organizations, saw the 
lack of scientific studies in this field and provided 
international literature with article titled “Organi-
zational resilience capacity and firm product inno-
vativeness and performance” and the concept of 
“Adaptive Transformation Capacity in Organizati-
ons”. Also they developed, for the first time in the 
world, a scale to measure adaptive transformation 
capacity for organizations. 

TÜBA Associate Member Prof. 
Dr. Halit Keskin’s Great 
Achievement 

He was elected as General Assembly Delegate 
from Public Agencies and Institutes list of Turkey 
Sciences Academy in the 26th General Assembly 
of UNESCO Turkey National Committee held on 
May 17, 2014. 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Safran, who is also TÜBA Foun-
ding Member was elected as “UNESCO Turkey Na-
tional Committee Management Board Member” 
as result of election. 

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. 
Dr. Mustafa Safran was elected 
as UNESCO National Committee 
Management Board Member

Associate Prof. Dr. Mehmet Zahmakıran, a Teac-
hing Staff Member of the Yüzüncü Yıl University 
Chemical Faculty and 2013 winner of the TÜ-
BA-GEBİP (Young Scientist Outstanding Achie-
vement Award), also won the Georg Forster Re-
search Fellowship  grant from the Alexander von 
Humboldt, one of Germany’s most elite research 
organizations, for the project he did in cooperati-
on with Prof. Dr. Nicola Pinna from the Berlin Hum-
boldt University to prepare metal nano particles 
that can check distributions at an atomic level 
using the lamellar storage method and study ca-
talytic performance. Within the scope of the grant, 
Associate Prof. Dr. Mehmet Zahmakıran will con-
duct collaborative studies at the Berlin Humboldt 
University for a period of 24 months and the re-
commended budget for the whole project will be 
provided by the Alexander von Humboldt Foun-
dation. This grant was given by the same fund to 
a professor in the field of chemistry in Turkey for 
the first time.

TÜBA GEBİP Member Associate 
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Zahmakıran 
Won Two Awards at Once

TÜBA Principal Member, Hacettepe University 
Cancer Institute Teaching Staff Member and Head 
of the Stem Cell Department Prof. Dr. Emin Kansu 
was elected to be the President of the Internatio-
nal Society of Hematology (ISH).

Prof. Dr. Kansu, who had previously been the 
Europe and Africa Section Vice President of the In-
ternational Society of Hematology, took over the 
president position after being voted in at the 35th 
International World Hematology Convention held 
in the capital of China, Bejing.

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. 
Emin Kansu was elected as The 
President of the International 
Society of Hematology

Prof. Yunus Söylet, Rector of IU, received the Cer-
tificate of Honorary PhD in the ceremony from 
Stefan Vodenicharov, the President of Bulgaria 
Sciences Academy.

According to the announcement made on No-
vember 4, TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. Oğuz 
Okay has been chosen for the Georg Forster Re-
search Award, given in Germany by the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation for lifelong contribu-
tions to science. The award will be presented to 
Oğuz Okay at the annual meeting of the Founda-
tion which is to take place in Berlin in June 2015.
Prof. Dr. Oğuz Okay has earned this award for his 
research that has shed light on the structures of 
soft and smart polymer materials and the relati-
ons between their features. Prof. Okay has develo-
ped new technologies such as reusable absorbent 
materials to collect petrol residue in seas and ma-
terials that can self repair and have shape recog-
nition, also he has participated in a number of dif-
ferent international research studies and training 
activities and organized many himself. 

Oğuz Okay, who will be receiving a monetary 
award of 60 thousand Euro from the Foundati-
on, will also get an additional 25 thousand Euro 
to contribute to his scientific studies and towar-
ds travel to scientific conferences. Prof. Dr. Oğuz 
Okay has also been invited to work on a research 
project in Germany with a research group of his 
choice. Nominated for this award by the Berlin 
Helmholtz Materials and Energy Research Center, 
Oğuz Okay will conduct joint research in this insti-
tution for a period of 12 months.

TÜBA Principal Member Prof. Dr. 
Oğuz Okay was given the Georg 
Forster Research Award

Fahrettin Keleştimur will be starting his service 
to the Society’s Board of Directors on July 1, 2015. 
Some of the responsibilities he has undertaken 
include organizing meetings on the subject of 
pituitary disorders, educational programs for 
patients, preparing booklets on the subject, 
managing the ‘Pituitary’ journal and creating 
centers of excellence throughout the world on the 
subject of pituitary disorders. 


